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Jason’s Favorites



Five lessons Etsy learned building on 
Microsoft AI
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/ae85ca15-f1e5-4196-
b397-48c1678800bb?source=/favorites
Lessons:
1. Use the right platform for the job
2. Learn by building it
3. Always optimize for impact
4. Constraints Matter
5. It’s a journey, not a destination

https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/ae85ca15-f1e5-4196-b397-48c1678800bb?source=/favorites
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/ae85ca15-f1e5-4196-b397-48c1678800bb?source=/favorites


From the Book of News:
Browse Credentials | Microsoft Learn

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/browse/?credential_types=applied%20skills%2Ccertification&roles=ai-engineer%2Cdata-scientist%2Cdata-analyst&products=azure%2Cfabric&wt.mc_id=build24_announcement_blog_wwl


Learning Path: Develop 
generative AI solutions with 
Azure OpenAI Service

• https://learn.microsoft.com/en-
us/credentials/applied-skills/develop-
generative-ai-solutions-with-azure-
openai-service/

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/applied-skills/develop-generative-ai-solutions-with-azure-openai-service/
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/applied-skills/develop-generative-ai-solutions-with-azure-openai-service/
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/applied-skills/develop-generative-ai-solutions-with-azure-openai-service/
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/credentials/applied-skills/develop-generative-ai-solutions-with-azure-openai-service/


RAG at scale: production-ready GenAI apps 
with Azure AI Search

https://build.microsoft.com/en-
US/sessions/ff81130c-db16-4120-bc08-
2061f911e6e1?source=/favorites
Mostly about Azure AI Search 
enhancements
• New Expanded Capacity
• Quantization
• Binary Quantization
• AI Studio Model Catalog for 

Embeddings

https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/ff81130c-db16-4120-bc08-2061f911e6e1?source=/favorites
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/ff81130c-db16-4120-bc08-2061f911e6e1?source=/favorites
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/ff81130c-db16-4120-bc08-2061f911e6e1?source=/favorites


Take an Azure OpenAI chat application from 
PoC to enterprise-ready
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/9babe697-a4be-4a86-9995-f34c08e1d06e?source=sessions

• Resources:
• https://github.com/microsoft/rag-experiment-accelerator
• https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/architecture/ai-

ml/guide/rag/rag-solution-design-and-evaluation-guide

https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/9babe697-a4be-4a86-9995-f34c08e1d06e?source=sessions
https://github.com/microsoft/rag-experiment-accelerator
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/architecture/ai-ml/guide/rag/rag-solution-design-and-evaluation-guide
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/architecture/ai-ml/guide/rag/rag-solution-design-and-evaluation-guide


Veronika’s Favorites



Phi-3 and Small Language Models



Phi-3 Cookbook



Phi-3 Session

• Create Generative AI experiences using Phi
• https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/e6d21a49-2efb-4a39-8c26-

f6eef1410c7a?source=sessions

https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/e6d21a49-2efb-4a39-8c26-f6eef1410c7a?source=sessions
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/e6d21a49-2efb-4a39-8c26-f6eef1410c7a?source=sessions


Responsible AI and Content Safety



Responsible AI and Content Safety (contd)

• Sessions by Sara Bird
• Operationalize AI responsibly with Azure AI Studio

• https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/de3dfc8d-3aaf-4dc2-97c3-
5b2937961d54

• Next generation AI for developers with the Microsoft Cloud
• https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/226c764e-ab30-4ec3-b8ce-

53eb230dcfe0

https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/de3dfc8d-3aaf-4dc2-97c3-5b2937961d54
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/de3dfc8d-3aaf-4dc2-97c3-5b2937961d54
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/226c764e-ab30-4ec3-b8ce-53eb230dcfe0
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/226c764e-ab30-4ec3-b8ce-53eb230dcfe0


Evaluations



Multimodal use cases



Bill’s Favorites
Available at: https://blog.codingoutloud.com/



Some More Resources



Book of News
https://news.microsoft.com/build-2024-book-of-news/

https://news.microsoft.com/build-2024-book-of-news/


Blog: .NET Announcements and Updates from 
Microsoft Build 2024

• https://devblogs.microsoft.com/dotn
et/dotnet-build-2024-
announcements/

https://devblogs.microsoft.com/dotnet/dotnet-build-2024-announcements/
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/dotnet/dotnet-build-2024-announcements/
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/dotnet/dotnet-build-2024-announcements/


Youtube: Advancing AI - Microsoft Build 
2024 AI Highlights

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdkbjbC6ars

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdkbjbC6ars


Recap: 
Microsoft 
Build 2024 
(by Aaron 
Powell) • https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVeE4oo4I6I

Notes on next page ->

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVeE4oo4I6I


• Copilot + PCs (ARM based computers) - actually announced the day before MSBuild
• Developer deep dive on building plugins for Microsoft Copilot (Bob German & David Rousset)

o Session: https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/8822feb4-ebb8-4427-9e93-
67011e4d0620?source=sessions

o VS Code Extensions for helping build copilots
• Teams copilot (mentioned in several sessions)
• AI Services - lots of announcements

o GPT 4o now GA in Azure
o Phi-3 SLMs
o AI Search improvements
o Azure AI Studio no GA

• Create Generative AI experiences using Phi (Sam Kemp, Yufeng Li)
o Session: https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/e6d21a49-2efb-4a39-8c26-

f6eef1410c7a?source=sessions
o AI Toolkit VSCode extension (pre-release version), kind of like a local AI Studio
o Onyx and Olive

• Announcing EAP for Vector Support in Azure SQL Database
o Blog post: https://devblogs.microsoft.com/azure-sql/announcing-eap-native-vector-support-in-azure-

sql-database/
• Azure OpenAI extension for Azure Functions

o Blog post: https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/azure-functions/functions-bindings-openai
o Triggers and Bindings for working with OpenAI

• Session: .NET Aspire development on any OS with the Visual Studio family
• Session: What's new in GitHub Copilot and Visual Studio

https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/8822feb4-ebb8-4427-9e93-67011e4d0620?source=sessions
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/8822feb4-ebb8-4427-9e93-67011e4d0620?source=sessions
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/e6d21a49-2efb-4a39-8c26-f6eef1410c7a?source=sessions
https://build.microsoft.com/en-US/sessions/e6d21a49-2efb-4a39-8c26-f6eef1410c7a?source=sessions
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/azure-sql/announcing-eap-native-vector-support-in-azure-sql-database/
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/azure-sql/announcing-eap-native-vector-support-in-azure-sql-database/
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/azure-functions/functions-bindings-openai


Azure AI @ MS Build 
2024

• https://github.com/azure/azure-ai-at-
build

https://github.com/azure/azure-ai-at-build
https://github.com/azure/azure-ai-at-build


Blog: In Case You Missed It: Top Announcements and 
On-demand Sessions from Microsoft Build 2024

• https://startups.microsoft.com/blog/i
n-case-you-missed-it-top-
announcements-and-on-demand-
sessions-from-microsoft-build-2024/
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